Human Rights Reporting and Training in Northern Luzon
Venue: Baguio City's Mandarin Restaurant

Date of Consultation: April 2, 2008

Duration: 10:00 A.M. To 4:00 P.M. 

Profile of the participants and the discussants
The workshop gathered at least 25 full-fledged media and campus journalists, covering both the Cordillera and the Ilocos regions. 

Among those in attendance are seven campus journalists, five of whom came from the Mariano Marcos State University in Batac, Ilocos Sur. The Cordillera Chairperson of the College Editors' Guild of the Philippines was among those in the panel of discussants who enlightened participants on the state of campus journalism in the North. 

In the list of full-fledged journalists are four Philippine Daily Inquirer Northern Luzon correspondents; three Northern Dispatch staff; three ABS-CBN reporter and staff; two Mountain View Satellite Corporation; and one each from the Business Mirror; Philippine Star; Manila Times; Baguio Midland Courier, Sunstar-Baguio; Baguio Reporter & Northern Philippine Times; and Zigzag & Malaya. Bulatlat.com correspondent and Nordis editorial consultant was also one of the discussants on the media human rights situation and media killings in Northern Luzon. 

Other presenters include a staff of the Cordillera Human Rights Alliance (CHRA) and another from the Cordillera Peoples Alliance, who tackled the human rights situation in the region and challenged the journalists to cover human rights and the peace process. 

The facilitators
Ms. Maria 'Congee' Gomez, in lieu of Mr. Alan Davis, director of Special Projects of the Institute of War and Peace Reporting in UK, who later sent his apologies after his flight was cancelled, introduced the Philippine Human Rights Reporting Project. 
Frank Cimatu, of PDI, facilitated the consultation.

Elina V. Ramo acted as documenter.

Prelude to the Consultations
Before the workshops, an intensive discussion on the Human Rights Situation in the Cordillera was presented by Audrey Beltran and Johnny Sawadan of the CHRA and CPA, respectively. Beltran provided statistics on the human rights violations in the Cordillera and updated the participants on the status of the reports. She emphasized that those included in the statistics already presents a grave HR situation. "How much more if we include those which have not yet been documented?" she said trying to elicit media response to the HRV's especially the extra-judicial killings. 

Sawadan on the other hand, underscored government-imposed development projects that have since been causing unrest in Cordillera communities as a consequence of development projects are military presence in communities rejecting these projects. 

Mining operations almost always precedes military operations, and eventual atrocities, Sawadan said. 

Levelling off the media on the definition of human rights, Beltran and Sawadan explained that HRV are always perpetrated by government forces because they are supposed to guard the civil and political rights of civilians as compared to common criminal offenses, committed by civilians. They also explained the concept of political killings as opposed to judicial killings as in the death penalty. 
The media situation highlighted press freedom repression as presented by Arthur Allad-iw of the NUJP-Baguio-Benguet Chapter. 

An intensive discussion on the experiences of media in human rights reporting highlighted the Martial Law period as presented by the older practitioners who have survived Martial Law in the '70's through the '80's. 

Anjo Cerdeña, chair of CEGB Cordillera narrated how Ilocos campus writers were suppressed and harassed by school administration. 

The Workshop Results
The workshop on the gaps and needs on Media Human Rights Reporting and Training resulted in the following generalizations:

· That there is a very wide disparity in the distribution of media throughout the two regions Ilocos and Cordillera that results in gaps in coverages outside Baguio and Benguet. A random scanning on the presence of media institutions in the provinces revealed that most journalists are Baguio-based, with a concentration of weekly newspapers, radio and TV outfits in Baguio City. Only a number of government-run radio stations, and the government Philippine Information Agency are in the provinces, besides some local newspapers.

In the Cordillera, only the Guru Press in Kalinga and the Abra Today in Abra, are the only local papers published and edited outside Baguio City. In Ifugao, a government-published quarterly is the only printed medium. There are PIA offices in all provinces, except in Apayao. 

On-line magazine Abrenian.com and the Nordis.net are among the internet-based media.. 

This results in the media waiting to be invited to cover the provinces, but most coverages are on tourism-related events sponsored by the government, besides presidential visits which accommodate the tri-media on selected occasions.

· Little or no support from the media outfits for fact-finding missions and exposure to the provinces where most first-hand experiences may be acquired by the journalists wanting to cover human rights and the peace or war. 

This means budgeteary limitations on the part of the journalists.

· The editors' openness on the issue also affects coverages on human rights. 

· The journalists' personal motivation and drive to cover such subject was also pointed out, because there were times in the past when opportunities to be in a fact-finding mission were missed by invited journalists because they do not have enough incentive to get the stories themselves. 

· Access to the 'sources' is one problem tackled. There are only two common sources, who email the press release to media regularly: one is the PNP, the other is the NPA's Agustin Begnalen Command. There are journalists who simply cut and paste the stories and claim it as their own. Sometimes, they get the juicier part of the stories from both sides without necessarily weaving the facts into a factual story. This playing between two second hand sources does not make really good human rights stories. 

· Tacit threats from the 'hurt' party tagging the media person writing the HR story as either left-leaning or siding with the perpetrators of the HRV. Some get stalked; others get threats of being in the Order of Battle by the military; still other receive text messages asking who emailed the information on a certain rally

· There are revelations that some journalist play rat versus their fellow journalists, especially those who often cover and come out with compelling HR stories and reports. . Still others asked fellow journalist to give dosiers on certain media persons.

· Spying on the reporter. Another tell of stalkers disguising as overzealous friends who even offer a night out wining and dining in known media 'watering holes' or hangout.
· There is a need for leveling off with other media outfits on HR.
· Deaths among colleagues. so far there have been five in NL out of 54 nationwide killed journalists since 2001.

· Before, when the reporters tend to cover HR most of the time, there was some sort of a media fatigue, which is the exact opposite now because there is nary a report on HR now.
· Accessing the 'victim'. Most often than not, the media receive press releases from advocates. They miss the opportunities where the victims could be interviewed or their family mingled with on certain occasions. 
· Ethical questions also pose a problem on HR reporting; sensationalizing HR issues often results from the lack of appreciation of ethical standards;
· Lack of material time and space to accommodate all stories. There is a felt need for sponsorship among HR advocates;
· One raised the issue on perspective in writing the HR story. This may be coupled with the journalists' writing skills, like going beyond the statistrics, giving the story a human face and giving it a fresh perspective;
· The journalists' ignorance on the Legal parlance. There is a need for discussions with legal authorities to enlighten media on the legal aspects of HR reporting;
· Battle of semantics. How do we write on specific groups without tagging them as butchers; berdugo; communist terrorists; insurgents; rebels; war-freaks or war-shocked; trigger-happy; etc
· Corruption
· Objectivity in reporting

The discussions on the needs resulted in the following:

Trainings:

a) Basic Human Rights

b) Concepts of the State and measures of responses

c) Standards and parameters

d) Levelling off of perspectives by government and HR advocacy groups

e) writing skills – how to sell a human rights story

f) using new media

g) Ethics

h) cultural sensitivity 

i ) HR Lexicon

1. Community exposures to ensure more access to the sources/communities

2. Production of Info kits or manual

3. Need to create HR point persons in each organization

4. Equipment access – cell phones and laptops - 

5. Continuing round table discussions on specific topics.

The consultation ended on an informal note capped with a photo opportunity for posterity, and a comforting halo-halo treat to the media who have endured staying put despite the rushed exit of some reporters who had to cover a fire that gutted a downtown mall, all afternoon that Wednesday. Long after the facilitator called it a day, a handful mix of young and old journalists lingered around with their personal stories to tell. 

